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TIN He Commons in this preſent Parlia- 
| ment aflembled,having with muchear- 
9:1 neſtneſſe and fairhfulnefſe of affeRion, 
Band  zeale a9 the ' publike (good: of 
this Kingdome , and-bis Majeſties 
CMS Honour and fervice, forthe ſpace of 
twelve Months, wraſtled with the. great dangers and 
| feares, the: 


various Diften | ! 
anely aſſauited,but even overwhelmed and extinguiſht 


the libertie, peace, and proſperitie of this Kingdome, 


- the comfort, and hopes of all his Majeſties good 
 Subjeds, andexceedingly weakned, and undermined 


the foundation, and ſtrength of his own 'Royall 


* 


Throne; doe yet finde an abounding 'malignity: and 
oppolition-in thoſe partiesand faQions,who have been 


the cauſe of thoſe Evills, and doe. ftill labour to caſt 
aſperfions upon that which hath beene done, and to. 
raiſe many difficulties, for the hinderance of that 


which remaines yet undone.,: and to foment.jealouſios 


berwixe the King and the Parliament; thatſo they may- 


2 


%. . \ 


efling  Miſeries: and Calamirties, the 
mpers. and . Diſorders, which had not 
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curing the pul blice peace, fa GC hap pan this 
Realme. For the preventingot thoſe miſerable effe&s, 


which ſuch mwalicipus  erdeaugury,mafproduce, ye 
have Gough# good t t9:cGerlate, 


x The roote and growth of thiſemiſchieuous adefignes, 
2 The matarity and ripenefſe to which they have attat- 
ned before the begraning of the Parliaintnt. 
3 The effeluall meanegwhich: byve beene uſed for the 
extirpation. of. thoſe dangerous Evils, and the progreſſe 
uhich hath thevein: dewgindes by his Majeit ies geodneſſe, e 
and the wiſedome of the P arliament. 
. : 4: he:waer of ehfiruBie ane eppiſtion, by which 
has fe hari boeare 201 
0 Titdorfss- 10 us: takers! Foe yemaving th ye os 
faclet,go "ramans 7. bf Oier mins. UtAl-: a 
bliſhrog | t | | and. Security f 
thin Crewne;* ar Wegtiols, : he! yoole «0 fab thi mich 
weeifinge ro e's matigunes tend pres pnlaleaens of figh.- 
cnn ht ten oor and' Preneiptes of Go. 
, %þeu. which the Religion, and Bl of this 
Tongelams ah finda Fables; The AFors and Pyono.- 
tes bereofoveBeene, 
p:iThe Teſurren Paths. who hate the Cabs: as the 
ob Fzcles of that change, and ſubuerſ by of Religion, which 


they-ſonech lone for: 
” # the + part of the Clergy, * who 


; 2: '7hsB 
bis —_ ana ſuperb, as the natural effeRts, 
Jas 05 of their owne Eccheſs 576-2 
wn pt L apuie, 
--y\ Sth \Cooncellovs and Conrtiers, as for private ends 
Hge0: 0 | ot ins wieher the. interefF of ſome 
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and. gayernes all 
Ons, were theſe : 4s 

Fiſt; To, maintaine continual differences and dil- 
| contents betwixt the Kiogand the People, upon Qge- 
ftions of Preragative-and Liberty, that:ſo they: might 
haye'the advantage of fding with him; and under the: 
Notions. 6h:;Men addifint to his Service , gaiine toi 
theralelyes: and their' pattttes ,' the phaces: of greateſt: 
Truſt and power in the Kingdothe, — 


_ "A.pscond,, To ſuppmſle the purity and power. of 


Relignan, and ſhcb yeuſous as were bettaſſefted roir; 
_ asbejng.contrary to: their owne:ends, and the greatefs 


- 


| AThird, To conjoyne thoſe. parties:oftheKing- 
dome,which were moſt propicioustotheirowneends, 
andtogivide thoſe who were moſt oppofice, which 


impediment to that Change, which they though to * 


conliſted io many-particularobfervations:To chertiſh: | 
the Arwin;ex partin thaſe:poinrs wherein they agree 


with the Rapiſtey To: miltplyand enlarge the diffe- 
rences. betwixc the: common Proteſtants, and thoſe 
whomthey call Puritans; To mtroduce and counte= 
nance facki Opinions, and Ceremonies, as are fitteſt 


for accommodation with Popcrie z To encreaſe and 


maintaine. ignorance; laoſenefſe, and prophwmencfſe in 
. the people; That of thote threeparties, Papiſts, Ar- 
minaogand Libtftines, they might compoſe a Body: 
firto-at foch Councells and refoſutions;as were'mo ſt 
congdueidle ro:their owneends. | og 
A Foun, To diſaftetthe King-to Parliaments,by 
flanders, and falſe; imputarionsz and by puttivg hint 
16 nyt 3 | upon 
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on other wayes of ſupply, which ia ſhew andappea- 
Is. were fuller.of PERe thantheoftinity info 
of Subſidies, though in truth they. brought more loſle 
than'gaine, both tothe King and' People, and: have 
_ the great diftraQions under which wee both 
ſuffer. So Ho FOND 
As in all compounded. bodies, the-operations are 
qualified: according to.the predominant Element';'So 
in this mixt party, the Jeſutted Councels' being moſt 
aQive and prevailing, may eafily be diſcovered 'to have 
had the greateſt frvay id all theirdererminations;/fand if 
they bee not prevented, are likely to devoure the teſt, 
or to turne them into their owne Nature. 
In the beginning of his Majeſtics reigne,the party 
begua to revive.and flouriſh againe; having been fome- 
what dampt by the breach with Spaine,in the laſt yeere 
of King James, and by his Majeſties marriage with 
France, the Intereſts and Councells of that Srate be- 
ing not ſo contrary to the good of Religion , andthe 
proſperity of this Kingdome, as thoſe of Spaine z and 
the Papiſts of England having beene ever more addi- 
A.d. to Spaine than.France , yetthey till retained a 
purpoſe and reſolution to weaken'the'Proteftant par- 
ries in all parts, and even in France, whereby to make 
way for the change of Religion, which they intended 
at home. The firlt effe& andevidence of their recove- 
Ty and ſtrength , was the diflolurion of the Parliament 
at Oxford, after there had beene given two Subſidies 
to his Majeſty, and before they.received reliefe in any 
one grievance : Many other more miſerable effe&ts 
followed. The lofle of the Rochell Fleer, by the help 
of our ſhipping ſet forth and. delivered ' over to the 
Trench , in oppoſition to the adviceof Parliament, 
which left that Towne withour defence by Sea, and 
made way-nct only to the loſſe of that important 


place, 
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place; but Jirewiſe tothe lofſe of all the Rrength, and 
fecurity of the Proteſtant Religion in France, The dij- 
_—_ his:Majeſties courſe-of VWarres, from the 
Weſt Indies; whicliwas: he moſt facile and hopefull 
way for this Kingdome to prevaile _ the Spani- 
_ afd, to anexpenſefull and ſucceſlele | 
Cales; whick was ſb.ordered,ad if ithad rather beene 


interided tomake us'weary of Warre,th an to proſper. 


in it. The precipitate breach with France, by taking 
their ſhips to-g great value, without making recom- 
penſe tothe Evpgliſhwhoſe gonds were thereupon im- 
bard and'confiſcate in that'Kingdome. The peace 
witl1Spaine , without conſent of Parliament, contra- 


ry to the Jugs: of King James to both Houſes; 


whereby: 


he Palatine cauſe was deſerted, and lefc to 


_chargeableand hopelefle Treaties; which for the moſt 


part were manaped by thoſe who might juſtly beſuſ- 
peRed ro bee no friends to that Cauſe. The charging 
of che Kingdome with Billetted Souldiers, inall parts 
of .itz and that concomitant defigne of - Germane 
Horſe, that the Land might either ſubmir with feare, 
or bee enforced with rigour to ſuch Arbitrary Con- 
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attempt upon 


tributions as ſhould be required of them. The diffol- 


ving of the Parliament-in the ſecond yeare of his Ma- 
jeſttes reigne , efter a Declaration of their intent ro. 
grant: five Subſidies. 

." The exaRing of the like-proportion of five Subſi- 


dies,after tbeParliament diffolvedby Commiſſion of 
Loane, anddivers Gentlewen andothers impriſoned, 


for. nor yeeldinp tO pay that Loane, whereby many of 


them contracted ſuch ſickneſles as coſt them their: 
lives: : great farnmes of money required and raiſed by 


Peivie-.Sdalcs ;' An. gojutt and peroitious-attempt to. 
extore: preat payments from the Sybje& by way of 
Exciſe, arid a Commiſſion iflued under ſeale-ro that 


purpoſe... 
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niſters us Jurftbjeakithe, Lawes arlſoppicie the-libere 
ties\of the Kingdoms; - __—_ A RTRERrT agree 

ty ad evidently Jeclareth 
Anzorher Parlizmenr: diſſolved, ; Oarels, th 
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Parlizmcurbroken, by impriſvain 
Priſogers for many Monthes:  ogether : withoir the 
of ufitg Books, ! Inke, or Paper. , de- 
nyivg. theta all the- comforts of life, all Rs of 
preſervation ofheatth,nor 1 their Wives: to 
cothe unto thetn,even in time of their ſicknedle; and 


for the compleatingof that cruetrie, after-yoers ſpent 


m fach miſerable durance,d them ofthe ne- 
celſdry tneanes Of fpiriruall Ls. nor mg 
them to goe abtoad to enjoy! Gods Ordimimces, im 
Gods Houſe, for Gods Minifters r@ come-to them,ro 
adtniniſter cothfort unto them in ctheirpraate-Cham- 
bers, and to keep'them: ſtill in 'this opprefſed condiri- 
on, not admitting them to bee'baited acconding 'to 
Law, yet vexing them with Informations in: interi- 
o61r Courts, fenrencing and fining | ſome of vhetn for 
Matters done'in Parliament , and extorring the -pay- 
ments of thoſe 'Fines'from them, © 

pur in ſecuritic of good behaviourbetore th 
be rel6afed. 

\ Thefraprifoumentofche reſt; which iſalodito bee 
bound; ;Rillcominaed, which might have>becw pev- 
peruall, if neceflity had nor, the laſt eer;brought'8n 
othet Parliament: -to reltevethers; of whonmencdiyer 
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admit of no relaxation, notwithſtanding the imminent danger of 
his life, did ſufficiently appeare by the Deelaration of bis Phy- 
ſitian; And bis releaſe, or at leaſt, his refreſhment, was ſought 
by many bumble Petitions. And this blood ſtill cries either ;for 
vengeance, Or repentance of thoſe Miniſters of State, who at onee 
obſtructed the courſe both of his Majeſties jufticeand mercy. 

Upen the diffolutions of both theſe Parliaments, untrue and 
ſcandalous Declarations publiſhed,to aſperſe their proceedings, 
and ſome of their Members, unjuftly to make them oJious, and 
colour the violence which was uſed againſt them.Proclamations 
ſet Out to the ſame purpoſe, and to the preat dejecting of the 
hearts ofthe people , forbidding them even to ſpeak of Parlia- 
ments. . 

After the breach of the Parliament, in the fourth yeere of 
his Majeftie, injuſtice, oppreſſion, and violence, broke in upon 
us without any reſtraint or moderation ; and yet thefirſtpro- 
jet was,the great ſums exated through the whole Kingdome for 
default of Knight-hood, which feemed to have ſome colour 
and ſhadowof a Law , yet if it be rightly examined by that ob- 
folete Law which was pretended for it, it would be found to be 
pac all the rules of Juſtice , both in reſpe& of the perſons 
charged, 'the proportion of the Fines demanded, and the abſurd 
and unreaſonable manner oftheir proceedings. 

Tonnage and Poundage bath been received without colour 


or pretence of Law. Many other heavie Impoſitions continued - 


againſt Law ; and ſome ſounreaſonable, that the ſumme of the 
charge exceeds the value of the goods. The Book of Rates 
lately inhanced to a high proportion ; and ſuch Merchants as 
would not fubmit to their illegall -and unreaſonable payments , 
were vexed and Opprefſedabove meaſure ; ard the ordinary courſe 
of Juſtice, the common Birth-right of the Subje& of Englazd, 
wholly obſtructed unto them. And although all this was taken up- 
on pretence of guarding the Sea z yet a new and unheard of 
Tax of Ship-money was ceviſed, upon the ſame preterice, By 


both which, there was charged upon the SubjeR geer700000 !.,- 
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by the cruelrie and harſhnefle of his impriſonment which would 


Fl «1448 and yet the Merchants have beenleft ſo-naked tothe 


violence of the Turkiſh Pyrats, that many great Ships of value, 
and thouſands of his Majeſties Subjects have been taken by them, 
anddoe ſtill remain in miſerable (lavery. 
The enlargement of Forefts, contrary] to Charts de Foreſta, 
and the compoſition thereupon, The exaGions of Coat and 
Condu@ money, and divers other Military charges, .The raking 
away the Arms ofthe Trayned Bands of divers Countries.. The 
deſperate deſigne 'of engrofling all the Gun-powder into one 
band, keeping it in the Tower of Loder, and ſetting fo high a 
Rate upon.it, that the poorer ſort were not able to buy ic, nor 
could any have it without Licenſe; thereby to leave the ſeverall 
parts of the Kingdome deſtitute of their neceſſary defenſe ; and 
by ſelling ſo deare that which was ſold, to make an unlawfullad- 
vantage Of it, to the great charge and detriment of the Subje&, 
the generall deſtruction of the Kings Timber , eſpecially that 
in the Foreſt of Dean, ſold to Papiſts, which was the beſt 
Store-houſe of this Kingdoms, for the maintenanceofour Ship- 
ping. Thetaking away of mens right, under colour of the Kings 
title to Land between high and low water-Marks. The Mono- 
polies of Sope, Salt, Wine, Leather, Sea-cole, and, in a manner, 
of all things of moſt common and neceſſary uſe. The reſtraint of 
the Liberties ofthe SubjeRs in their habication, Trades,and other 
Intereſts. Their vexation and oppreſſion by Purveyours, Clerks 
of the Market, and Salt-Peeter-men. The ſale of pretended Nu- 
zZances,as Buildings inand about Londen , converſion of Arable 
into Paſture; continuance of Paſture, under the name of depopu- 
lation , have drawn many Millions out of the ſubje&s Purſes, 
without any conſiderable profit to his Majeſty. Large quan- 
tities of Common, and ſeverall Grounds, have been taken 
from the Subje&; by colour of the Statute of Improvement, 
-and by abuſe of the Commiſſionot Sewers, withour their con- 
ſent, and againſt it. Avd not only private Intereſt , but alfo 
publike faith have been broken, in ſeizing of the money and Bul- 
lion in the Mint; and the whole Kingdome like ro be robb'd at 
Once, inthat abominable proje& of. Brafle-Maney., Great num: 
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bers of his Majeſties. Subjets , for refuſing thoſe unlewfull 
Charges, have beenvextwithlong and expenſive ſuits ; ſome fined 
and cenſured,others committed to long and bard impriſonments, 
and confinements,to the loſle of health of many,of liſe inſome z 
and others have had their houſes broken up, their goods ſeized; 
ſome have been reſtrained from their lawfull Callings: Ships 
have been interrupted in their Voyages ; ſurprized at Sea in at 
Hoſtile manner, by ProjeQtors, as by a common Enemy : Mer- 
chants prohibited to unlade their Goods in ſuch Ports, as were 
for their own advantage, and forced to bring them to thoſe 
places which were moſt for the advanrages of the Monopolizers 
and ProjecQors. | | 
| The Court of Star-Chamber hath abounded in extravagant 
Cenſures , not only for the maintenance and improvement of 
Monopolies, 'and other unlawfull Taxes ; but for divers other 
Cauſes, where there hath been no offence ; or very ſmall , 
whereby His Majeſties SubjeQs have been oppreſſed by grievous 
Fines, Impriſonments, Stigmatizings, Mutilarions, Mu 63 , 
Pillories, Gags, Confinements, Baniſhments , after ſo rigid a 
manner , as hath not only deprived Men of the :Society of 
their Friends, exerciſe oftheir Profeſſions, comfort of Books, 
uſe of Paper or Inke, but evenviokted that neer Union which 
God hath eftabliſht betwixt Men and their Wives, by forced and 
conſtrained ſeparation z whereby they have been bereaved of rhe 
comfort and converſation one of another, for many yeeres to- 
_ gether, without hope of relief; if God had not by his over- 
ruling Previdence, given ſome interruption to the prevailing 
power and counſellofthoſe, who were the Authors and Promo- 
ters of ſuch peremptory and headdy courſes. | 
Judges have been put our of their Places, for refuſing to dee 
againſt their Oathes, and Conſciences : Others have been ſo 
awed, that they durſt not doe their duties, and the better to hold 
a rodover them, the Clauſe quam diu ſo bene geſſerit wasTeft our 
oftheir Patents, and a new Clauſe Durante bene placito inſerted. 
Lawyers have been checkt, for being faithfull to their Clients ; 
Sollicitors, and Atrurneyes have been threatned, and ſome pu- 
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ilhed for following lawfull Suits : And by this macaries, all the 
approaches to Juſtice were intermpted:and forecluded.. New 
Oaths have beene-forced uponthe Subſet againſt Law ; New Ju- 
dicatories created without Law : The Councell Table have , by 


a 


their Orders, offered to binde the:SubjeQs in their Free-holds, 
Eſtates, Suits, and ARtions. The pretended Court of the Earle 


Marſhal was Arbitrary and 1llegall in its being, and procee- 
dings: The Chaneery, Exchequer-Chamber, Court of Wards, 
and other Exglifb Courts,have been grievous in exceeding their 
Juriſdiion. The eſtate of-many Families weakned, and ſome. 
ruined by exceſſive Fines, exaQed from them for Compoſitions 
of Wardſhips. ' All Leafes of above a hundred yeares, madeto 
draw on Wardſhip, contrary to Law. Undue proceedings uſed 
inthe finding of Offices, to make the Jury finde for the King. 
"The Common-law Courrs, ſecing all men more jnclined to ſeek 
juſtice there,wberc it may.befitted to their owne defire,are known 
frequently to forſake the Rules of the Common-Law, and ftrai- 
Ping beyond their bounds, underpretence of equity, todoe Inju- 
\ Rice,” Titles of Honour, Judiciall places, Serjeantſhipsat Law, 
and other Offices, have beene fold for great ſummes of money, 
whereby the common Juſtice of the Kingdome hath beene much 
nor only by'opening a way of employment in places 
of great Truſt and advantage to Men of weak patrs ; buralfo by 
giving occaſion ro Bridery , Extortion, Partiality ;; It fſeldome- 
bapning that places.ill gotten are well uſed, Commiſſions bave. 
beene Sarned for examining the exceſle of Fees ;and whenegreat 
 exaQiions have beene diſcovered, Compoſitions have been made- 
with Delinquents, not only for the time paſt, bur likewiſe for: 
immunity and fecurity in offending for-the time to come ; which: 
wader colour of remedy, hath but confirmed and encreaſed the. 
Grievance to:the Subje&. 

-  Theuſuall courſe of pricking Sheriffs notobſerved, but many. 
times Sheriffs made in an extraordinary way.;z ſometimes $2 Pu- 
piſhment and charge unto them, ſometimes ſuch were pricked: 
+ Our, as, would be Inſtruments-to execute whatſoever they: would 

bDUDUÞ_aAa__”__ 


Sw G;! 
gl Ro VO: 


” 4 — "I f ns 
e 


Suſpenſions; Excommunications, Deprivations, and Degradati- 
ons of divers painfull, learned, and pious Miniſters ; in the: vexa- 
tion, and grievous oppreſſion of great numbers of His Majeſties 
ood Subje&s. The High-Commiſſion grew-to ſuch excefle of 
rpneſle and ſeverity, as was not much lefle than-the Romiſh 
Inquiſition ; and yet in many caſes by the Archbiſhops power, 
was made much more heavy, being aſſiſted, and ſtrengthened by 
authority of the Councell-Table. OL SS 
The Biſhops and their Courts , were as cager inthe Coun- 
trey ; and although their Juriſdi&ion cold nor reach ſo high in 
rigour, and extremity of puniſhment, yet wete they nolefle grie- 


vous, in reſpe@ of the generality, and multiplicity of vexati- ' 


ons, which lighting upon the meaner ſort of Tradeſmen and Ar- 
tificers, did tmpoveriſh many thouſands, and ſo affliand:trou- 
ble others, that great numbers, to. avoid their miſeries, departed: 
out of the Kingdome, ſome into New-Ezgland, and other parts 
of America, Others into. Holland, where they have. tranſported 
their ManufaQures of Cloath, which isnot only-a loſle by dimj- 
niſhing the preſent ſtock of the Kingdom, bur a great miſchiefe,. 


by empairing and endangering the lofle of rhat peculiar Trade | 


of Cloathing, which bath been a plentifull Fountaine of wealth 
and:honour to this Nation. : © 
Thoſe were fitteſt for Ecclefiaſticall preferment, andiſooneſt. 


obtained it, who were moſt officious in promoting Superſtition, | 


moſt virulent in railing againſt godlineſle and honeſty. 


The moſt publike and ſolemne Sermons. before his Ma jeſty. 
were, either. to advance Prerogative above Law , and decry the | 
- property of the Subje&, or tull of ſuch kinde of inveRtives,_ } 


whereby they might make thoſe odious, who ſought to maintain 


the Religion,. Lawes,. and Liberties of the Kingdome , and ſuch: | 
Men were ſure to bee weeded ont of the Commiſſion of the. | 
| Peace, and out of all other employments of Power inthe Go: | 


vernment of the Countrey. 


Many. noble Perſonages were Councelleors in name, bur the 
Powerand authority remained ina few. af ſuch, as were moſt;ad- 
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- The Biſhops and he ref of the Clergy,did trilh 6th 
gradati- | 


- 


| 


| tilted to this party ; whoſe reſolutions ,. and determinations 
were Bo tothe Table, for countenance and execution, and 

; not for debate and deliberation; and no Man could offer to op- 

| poſe them withour diſgrace and hazard to. himſelfe : Nay, all 
| thoſe thatdid nor wholly concwre, and aRively contribute ro the 
furtherance of their'defignes, though otherwiſe perſons of ne-. 
; ver fo great Honour and Abilitieswere ſo farre from being em- 
ployed in any place of Truſt, and Power, that they were neg- 
—_ diſcountenanced, and uponall occafions irjured and op- 
| This FaQion wasgrowne to that heigth, and entirenefſe of 

| power, that now they began to thinke of finiſhing their Work, 


which conſiſted of theſe three parts. 


1 The Government mu#t bee ſet free from all refraint of Lames 
' Concerning our Perſons and States, 


' 2 There mu#t bee a Conjunftidn betwixt Papiits and ProtefFants, 
 7n Dofrme, Diſcipline, and Ceremonies , only it mat not yet bee 
called Popery, 


'3 The Puritans, under which name they include all thoſe that de- 
| firetopreſerve the Lawes,and Liberties of the Kingdome, and to main-. 
' raine Religion in the power of it ; muſt bee either rooted out of the 
' Kingdome with force, or driven out with feare, For the effetiing of 
-'this, It was thought neceſſary to reduce Scotland to ſuch Popiſh Super- 
| ftitions and Innovations, as might make them apt to joynewith Eng- 
{ land, 72 that great change which was intended, whereupon new « 4- 
' pons, and a new Liturgy were preft upon them ; and when they refu- 
| ſedto admit of them, an Army was raiſed to force them to it ; towards 
| which, the Clergy and the Papifts were very forward in their contri- 
\ bution, The Scots likewiſe raiſed an Army for thetr defenſe; and 
| whew both Armies were come together, and ready for a bloody encoun- 
ter, His Majefies owne Grattous diſpoſition, and the Councell of the 
| Engliſh Nobility, aud Dutifull ſubmiſſion of the Scots,did ſo far pre- 
wiaiie £2aixf7 the cvill connſel of otbers, that a P acification was made, 


and His Majeſty returned with Peace, and mach Honoxy to Loti- 
don. - | | | 


— TheunexpeRted reconciliation was moft acceptable to all the- | 
Kingdome,except to the malignant party; whereof the Archbi- | 
ſhop and the Earle of Strafford being heads,they and their faQi- | 
on begun to enveigh againſt the Peace,and toaggravate the pro- | 
ceeding of the States, which ſo incenſed His Mijeſty, that hee 
forthwith prepared.againe for Warre. And ſuch was their confi- | 
dence, that having corrupted and diſtempered the whole frame | 
and Government of the Kingdome, they did now hope to corrupt 
that which was the only meanes to reftore all to a right frame | 
and temper againe : To which end they perſvaded His Majeſty. 
to call a Parliament, not to ſeek counſell and advice of them, but 
to draw countenance and ſupply from chem, andengage the whole 
Kingdome in their Quarrell : and in the meane time continued 
alltheir unjuſt Levies of money, reſolving eicher to make the Par- 
liament pliant to their Will , and to eſtabliſh miſchiefe by a 
Law, orelfe to break it; andwith more colour ro goe on by vio- 
lence,to take what they could not obcain by conſene, The ground. 
alledged for the juſtification of this Warre was this, 
That the undutifull Demands of the Parliaments of Scotland, { 
was a ſufficient reaſon for His-Mijetly to take Armes againſt 
them,wichout hearing the Reaſon of choſe Demands : And there- 
upoa a new Armie was prepared againſt chem , their Ships were ! 
ſciſed inall Ports, both of England and [reland, and at Sca. Their | 
Petitions rejefted ; Their Commiſſioners refaſed Audience, | 
This whole Kingdome moſt miſerably diſtempered with Levies | 
of Men and Money, and Impriſonments of thoſe who deni- | 
ed to ſubmit to thoſe Levies. The Earle of Straford, paſt in- 4 
to Ireland, cauſed the Parliament there to declare againſt rhe | 
Scats ; togive foure Subſidies towards that Warrez and to en+ | 
gage themſelves, their lives and fortunes, {or the profccution |} 
of it; andgave dire&Qions for an Armie of eight thouſand foor, | 
and one Thouſaud horſe to bee levied thete, which were for the | 
moſt part Papilts, | J 
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The Parliament met uponthe thirteenth of Apr! "one thoau- 
ſand fix bundred and fourtie. The Earle of $Strefford and Arch- 
biſhop of Canterbury with their-Partie ſo prevailed with His M a- 
jeſtie, that the Houſe of Commons was preſt to yeeld to a Sup- 
ply for maintenance of the Warre with Scotland; before they 
| hadprovided any reliefe for the great &prefſingGrievances of the 
people: which being againſt the fundamentall Priviledge and pro- 
ceeding of Parliament, was yet in humble reſpe& to his Mijeſty, 
fo farre admitted, asthat they agreed to takethe matter of Sup- 
ply into conſideration , and two ſeverall dayes ir was debated, 
Twelve Subfidies weredemanded, for the releaſe of Ship-money 
alone : A third day was appointed for Concluſion, when the 
Heads of that Partie, begun to fear the people might cloſe with 
| theKing in ſatisfying his defire of Money : But that withall they 
were like toblaſt their malicious deſignes againſt Sc0t/and, finding 
them very much indiſpoſed to give any countenance to that 
Warre. ” 
| Thereupon they wickedly adviſed the King to break off the 
| Patliament, and to return to the wayes of Confuſion, in which 
| - their owne evill intentions were moſt like to proſper and 
* ſucceed. 
ſ After the Parliament ended the fifth of £44ay, one thouſand 
ſix hundred and fourty; this Partie grew ſo bold, as to counſell 
| the King to ſupply Himſelfe out of his SubjeRs ſtates by his own 
| power, athis own will, without their conſent. The very next 
i day ſome Members of both Houſes had their Studies and Cabinets, 
{ © yea, their Pockets ſearched : Another of them nor longafter was 
[ committed cloſe priſoner for not delivering fome Petitions 
| which he received by authoritie of that Houſe; and if harſher 
} courſes were intended (as was reported) it is very probable 
j that the fickneſle of the Earle of Strafford, and the Tumaltuous 
4 riſing in Southwark, and about Lambeth , were the cauſes that 
} ſuch. violeor intentions were not brought to execution, A falſe 
| and ſcandalous Declaration againſt the Houſe of Commons was 
publiſhed in his Majeſties Name, which yet wrought ___ 


” 


efe&with the people, but otely to 'manifeft the 'impr 
dericeof thoſe who were Authors of it. 

A forced Loan of Money was attemped in the Citie 
of Londox. 
\. The Lord Mator and Aldermen in their ſeverall 

Wards, etjoyned to bring in a liſt of the Names of ſuch 
 perfonsas they judged fit tolend, and of the ſumme they 
thould lend. And ſuch Aldermen as refuſed ſo to doe,were 
committed to priſon. | 


The A4rch-Brſhop and the other Biſhops and Clergie con-. 


tinued the Convocation, andby a new Commiſſion turned 
it to a Provenciall Synod, in which by an unheard-of pre- 
fumprion , they made Canozs that contain in them many 
matters contrarie to the Kings Prerogative , to the funda- 
menrall Lawes atid Statutes of the Realm, to theright of 
Parliaments, to the Propertie and Libertie of the SubjeR, 
and thatters tending to ſedition and of dangerous cobſe- 
quence ; thereby eftabliſhing their own Ufurpations, juſti- 
fying their | Altar-wotſhip, and thoſe other ſurperſtity- 
Jos TrinSvariohts which they formerly introduced, without 

warrant of Law. | 
They impoſed a new Oath upon divers of his Majeſties 
Subjeds, both Ecclefiaſticall and Lay, for maintenance 
of their own Tyrannic, and laid a great Tax npon the 
Cletey for ſupply of his Majeſtic; - and generally they 
ſhewed themſelves very affeRionate to the Warre with 
$:0:1and, which was by foie of them ſtiled Bellum Eprlco- 
fale , and a prayer compoſed, and enjoyned to be read jn 
all Churches, calling the Scots, Rebels, ro put the two 
Nations into blood, andmake them irreconcileable. All 
thoſe preretided Canons and Conſtitutions were armed with 
the feverall Cenſures of Suſpenſion , Excommunication, De- 
privation , by which they would have thruſt our all the 
C good 
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good Miniſfers;and moſt ofthe well Iu prone HIrne 


Kitzdome , and leftaneaſic paſſge totheirown fignof 
Reconciliat ion with. Ronie, The Popiſh party enjoyned 
fuch Exemptions from the Penal! Lawes as amounted to 
a Tollefation ,. beſides many other encouragements , 
and Court favours : They . had a Secretary of State, 
Sir Francis Windibank, a powerſull Agent for the ſpee- 
ding of alltbeir defires,a Popes Nuntto reſiding here tO act 
and govern them according to ſuch influences as.he recet- 
ved ſromRome, and to intercede for them with the moſt 
powerfull concurrence of the forraigne Princes of that 
religion : By his authority the Papiſts of all ſorts, No- 
bility, Gentry , and Clergie were. convocated, after the 
marrer of a Parliament, new. JuriſdiQions were.creQed of, 


 Remsſh Archbiſhops.,\Taxes levied, another State moulded 


within rhis Sta i pyeprnga nt in Government, contrary 1n. 
intereſt and affeQion, ſecretly corrupting the [gnorant,or 
neghgenr profeſſors of our Religion, and cloſely uniting 
and combining themſelves againſt fuch aswere ſound , in. 
this poſture waiting for an oportunitie by force to de- 
ſtroy thoſe whomthey could not hope to ſeduce. For the 
eftc ing whereof, they. were ſtrengthened with Armes and 
Munition, encouraged by ſuperſtitious Prayers.enjoyned 
by the Nuztzo to bee weekly made forthe proſperity of 
ſome preat defigne. And ſuch power hadthey.at Court, 
that ſecretly a Commiſſion was iſſued out,or intended ta 
be iflued to ſome great Men of that profeſſion. for the 
levyingof Souldiers, and to-command and employ them 
according to private: Inſtrutions , which we doubt were 
framedforthe advantage of thoſe who were the contrivers 
of them : His Majefties Treaſure was conſumed, his Reve- 
new anticipated, His Servants and Officers compelled to - 
lend great ſummes of Money; Multitudes were called bo 

tne 


dances there ,; for refuſing illega}l payments. The Prr- 
ſons were filled with their Commitments ; manyof the 
Sheriffs ſummoned into the $tar-Chamber and ſome impri- 
ſaved fornot being. quick enough in levying the Ship- 
money, thepeople languiſhedunder griefe, and feare,no 
viſible bope being left, but in deſperation. The No- 
bility bega n to bee weary of their filence, and patience, 
and ſenfible of the duty and Truſt which belongs to 
them : and thereupon ſome of the moſt eminent of 
them did petition his Majeſty at ſuch a time when evil 
Councels were ſo ſtrong that they had reaſon to expect 
more hazard to themſelves,than redrefle of thoſe publike 
evils for which they interceded. Whileſt the King- 
dome was in this Agitation and diſtemper, the Scots re- 
{trained in their Trades, impoveriſhe "y the loſle of 
many of their Ships, bereaved of all poſhibility of ſa- 
tisfying His Majeſtie by any naked Supplication, en- 
tred with a powerfull Army into the Kingdome , and 
without any hoſtile Ac or ſpoile in the Countrey as 


they paſſed, more than forcing a paſſage over the Tyze: 


at Newborn, neere New-Cafile , poſleſled themſelves of 
New-Caftle , and bad a faire opportunitie to preſſe on 
further upon the Kings Army : but duty and Reve- 
rence. to his Majeſty, and brotherly love-to the Epngl:ſh 


Nation, made them ſtay there, whereby the King had 


leaſure to entertain better Councels , wherein God fo 
bleſſed and direQed him, that he-fummoned the great 
Councell of Peers to meet at Tort, upon the twentie 
fourth of September, and there declareda Parliament 
to begin the third -of November then a. 
;, The Scots the firſt day of the Zreat Councell, preſen- 
2 [e 


the Conncel Table, who were tired with long Ittofi= | 
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 & ted an humble Petition te His Majeſty zwhereupon the 
| dat: Bippone.. A preſent keton 


charged. 
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Tecatic was appointed [at:Biypane.. A pr 
of Armes agreed upon: 2nd the full Concluſion of all 
differences referred te the wiſedome and (care of the 
Parliament, Atobr rſt meoting all Oppoſitions ſeemed 
t&: vaniſh , the -'miſchicſes. were ſo. evident, 'which 
chaſe: evill Covnceljors pradipced, thatno Man'darſt 
ſtand vp to. defend: them; yer the work ir :ſeffe affor- 
ded diffieulrit enough, The multiplycdevils and cor- 
ription of {ixtean yeers: ſtrengthened: by cuſtome'and 
Jarbority, andthe eoficurrent:lnwereſt of mary. powerfull 
Deliguents were now tO be brought to judgment andRe- 
farmation- The Kings Hoyſhold was to bee provided 
for; they had brovgbt him to thatwant , that ho could: 
nat ſupply His ardioery and neceſſary expences , with- 
ous the affifiance of his. peaple.. Two Armies wereto. 
be pid, which amounted very neere to $4. thoufand 
paynds a moneth ; the people were to bee tenderly 
GE been-farmerly exhauſted wick -many 
burthenſome Projeas. The: difficulties ſeemed to bee 
iviyperable, which by the Divine Providence we have 
qvereoime. The Qantraricties incompatible, which yet 
in 8 great meaſure wee havereconciled.. Six Subſidies. 
bave/been granted; and a. Bill of Poll-m » Which. 
if it bee- duly levied , may equall fix Subfidles mores! 
In all , $ix-hundred rhoaufand ponnds. Belides we have 
cgptrated a Debt tothe Scots: of 230. thouſand. 
paynds4 and, yet God-bath ſo:bleſſed the endeavours 
of this Parliament, har the :Kingdowe is..a' great 
Sainer by. all theſe charges. The Ship-money-is abo-. 
liſhed , whick.coſt the Kingdome above 200.thopfand 
PORNgs; a yeere.. The Coat and ConduRt money, 
_ | _ and. 
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andother military charges are taken away, which'in ma« © 


ny- Countries amounted: to- little lefle than the Ship. 
money. The Monopolies are all ſuppreſt, whereof ſome 
few did prejudice the Subje&, above a Million yearly. 
The Soape- an hundred: thouſand pounds; the Wine 
three hundred thouſand. pounds z the Leather muſt 
needs exceed both : and Salr could: bee no lefle than 
that ;. beſides the inferiour Monopolies,” which if 
they cauld bee exactly. computed, would make up a 
oreat ſymme. done Leon ts, ES 

That which: is: more beneficiall- than all ohis, is; 
that the roote of all rheſe evils is taken away, which 
was the arbitrary power, pretended to bee in His 
Majeſty, of taxing the Sybjeft, er charging their 
eſtates without. conſent in Purtiament yz which ts now 
declared to bee againſt Law; by-the: judgement of 
bath Houſes, and -likewife by an A@ of Parlia- 
ment. WT 

Anather ſtep of great advantage is this : The li-- 
viag Grievances, the eviſl::Counſellors: and Actors 
of theſe miſchiefes, have' beene fo quelled by -the ju- 
ſtice done: upon the. Earle of Srrafford, the flight of 


the Lord Frach -and Secretary Wendebank, . the accuſa- 


tion and imprifonment- of the: Archbiſhop of Can-- 


terbury, of Judge Beriley , and=the impeachment of 


divers other Biſhops and Judges, thar ir is like nor. 
only. to bee ancaſe:to the preſent rimes, but a preſerva- 
tion tothe. future, © we 


| Thediſcontinuance of Parliaments is prevented by. 
the Bill for a Trienniall Parliament, and the abrupt dif-- 


ſolution of this Parliament, by another Bill'z by which - 


without: 


'G 3: 


tis provided, it ſhall not bee diflolved orad jqurned-: 
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wichouti the -conſent- of. both: Howes. VWhich-itwo 
Lawes well conſidered, may-bee:thenght more advanta- 
gious than all the former; becavſe they ſecure a full 
operationofthe preſent remedie, and afford a-perpetuall 
Spring of remedies for the future. The Star-Chamber, 
the-High:Commiſſion, the Courts of the Preſident and 
Councell inthe-North,. were ſo many forges of milery, 
oppreſhion,and violence andare all takenaway where- 
by men are. more ſecured. in their perſons, liberties, and 
eltates, than they could bee by any Law or Example for 

the regulationofthoſe Counts, or terror ofthe \udges. 
The immoderate powerof the Councell-Table, and rhe 
exceſſive abuſe of-that power is {© ordered and reſtrai- 
ned, thatiwee may-well hape that no ſuch things as were 
frequently done bythem,te the prejudice of the publike 
liberty, wjll appeare-in future times, but only in Sto- 
ries, tO give us andourpoſterity more occafionto praiſe 
God for his Majeſties goodnefle, and the faithfull en- 
deavours of this Parliament; The Canons,and the pow- 


er of, Canon making, are blaſted by the Vote of both 


Houſes. The exorbitant power of Biſhops, and their 
Courts, are much abated by ſome Proviſions in the Bill 
againſt the High-Commiſhon Court. The Authors 
of the many Innovations in Doarine and Ceremonies. 
The Minifters that have'beene ſcandalous in their lives, 


| have beene fo terrified in juſt complaints and accuſa- 


tions, that wee may well hope they will bee more mo. 
deſt for the time to come, either jawardly convicted 
by the ſight of their owne folly, or outwardly reſtrained 
by the feare of puniſhment. The Forreſts are by a good 
Law reduced to their right bounds. The encroachments 
and Opprefons of the Stannarie Courts; The Extor- 
| | tions 


© tionsofthe Clerk ofthe Market, and the 'Compulſion// 9.9/7 


of the Subje@ to receive Order ibf Knighthaod againfl ( 
his will, paying of Fines for not receiving it, and the _ 
vexatious. proceedings thereupon for levying of thoſe- 
Fines, are by other beneficiall Lawes refortned and pre- 
yented. | EO, Rs 
Many excellent Eawes. and provifions-are in prepa- | 
ration for removing the inordinate power, vexation, | 
and uſurpation of Biſhops, for reforming the pride 
2nd idlenefle of many of the Clergy, foreaſing the peo- | 
ple of unncceffary Ceremonies in Religion, for-cen-- 
ſuring and removing unworthy and-unprofirable Mint- 
ſters; and for maintaining godly and diligent Preachers 
thorough the Kingdom : Other things of maine impor-: | 
tance forthe good of this Kingdotne, are in propoli- | 
tion, though little could hirhertobe done, .in regard of: 
the manyother more preſſing buſineſſes, which yet be- 
fore the end of this Seſſion, we hope may receive ſome 
_ progreſle and perfeRion. The eſtabliſhing and ordering 
the Kings Revenue, that ſo the abuſe of Officers, and-' 
ſuperfluity of expences may be cut off, andthe neceſſary 
disburſments for his Majeſties Honour, the defence 
and government of the Kingdome, may bee more cer-- 
tainily provided for, The regulating ot Courts of Ju- 
ſtice, and abridging both the delayes' and- charges of 
Law Svits : The ſetling of ſome good courſes for pre- 
venting the exportation of Gold and Silver, and the W 
inequality of exchanges betwixt us and other Nations, i 
for. the advancing of native Commodities, encreaſe- | 
of our ManufaQures, and well ballancing of Trade, 
whereby the Stock of the Kingdome may be encreaſed, . | 
ar. at leaſt. kept from impairing, .as- through negleR: 


De oferevt: 
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ſts, 
of the 


preferre forme of their owne FaQors and Agents tode- 


greesof Honour , toplaces of Truſt and Eniployment, 


* 
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even, during: the Parliament, They bave endeavotired = 


toi-work: in His Majeſty ill imprefſions'and ©pinions 
of our proceedings , as if wee had alrogetlicr done our 
owne work and not His ; and hadobraned from Him 
rnany. things very prefudiciall to the Crowne}; both 
in reſpe& of Pretogarive and Profir . To wipe out 
this(latxter,, Vee think good only ro-fay thiis much , 
That alt rhat Wee have done is fot His Mizjefty, His 


Greatnefle, Honour and Support : When Wee yeel- 


ded to give 25006.. 4 Monerh for the reliefe of the 
Northerne Countreys ,this was givento the Kings for 
Hee was bound to' protet His SubjeRs : they were 
His Majeſties evill Counſellors, and their ill Inſtrn- 
ments that were AQors in- thoſe Grievances which 
beonghrin the Scors 3 and if His Majeſty pleaſe to force 


thoſewho were the atithors of this war to make ſatisfa- 
Qionas be might juſtly 2ndcafily doe, it fees veryrea-. 


ſonable that the people might well bee excuſed from ta- 
Ling upon them this burthen, being altogetlier innocent 
and-freg,frombeing any cauſes of it. When 
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hereof it hath done for many yeares laſt paſt : For im- 
proving the Herring fiſhing upon our owne Coaſts, 
which will. be of mighty uſe in the employment of the 
poore, and a plentifull Nurſery of Mariners fot en- 
ablivg the Kingdome in any great Aion, The oppo- 
ſitions, obſtru&ions, and other Difficulties wherewith 
wee have been encountred, and which till lie in our 
way, with ſome ſtrength and much obſtinacy,are theſe : 
The malignant Party whom wee bave formerly deſcri- 
bed to bee the Actors and Promoters ofall our miſery, 
they have taken heart againe : They have beene able to 
preferre ſore of their owne FaQors and Agents to de- 
orees of Honour, to places of Truſt and Employment, 
even during the Parliament, They bave endeavoured 
to work in His Majeſty ill impreſſions and opinions 
of our proceedings , as if wee had altogether done our 
owne wOrk and not His ; and had obtained from Him 
many things very prefudiciall to rhe Crowne, both 
in reſpe& of Prerogative and Profit. To wipe our 
this ſlander, Wee think good only to ſay thus much, 
That alt that Vee have done is for His Majeſty, His 
Greatneſſe, Honour and Support : When Wee yeel- 
ded to give 25000,1. a moneth for the reliefe of the 
Northerne Countreys, this was given to the King ; for 
Hee was bound to prote& His Subjedts : they were 
His Majeſties evill Counſellors, and their ill Inſtru- 
ments that were AQors in thoſe Grievances which 
brought in the Scots z and if His Majeſty pleaſe to force 
thoſe who were the authors of this war to make ſatisfa- 
Qion,as he might juſtly and eafily doe, it ſeems very rea- 
ſonable that the people might well bee excuſed from ta- 
king upon them this burthen, being altogether innocent 
aid free frombeing any cauſes of it. When 
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; When we mgdertook the cla! of the Auny, which coſt aboye 
$000o petind a mbneth yas not this.given to the King > was it nor 
his Majeſties Any? were not all the Commanders under con- 
tra@ with his Majeſty athigher rates and greater wages then ordi- 
nery-? and havenot we taken upon us to diſcharge all the brotherly 
 affiflance of thros hundaed:thoriſand pounds which wee gave the 
Seots >: was it not toward repaire of thoſe dammages and lofles 
which they received frm the Kings ſhips, and from his Miniſters> 
F Theſe three particulars amount to above 1 100 thouſand pound, be. 
| fides his Majeſty bath received by impoſitions upen merchandiſe 
atleaſt goo thouſahdpounds; fo that his. Maieſty bath had our of 
. the SubieRvspurſe ſince the Parliament began, one million and 
and yet theſe men can be ſo impudent, as totell his Majeſty, 
have done nothing forhim. As to the ſecond branch of 
this Render, we-acknowledoe with much thankfulnefle that his 
 Maiefty hath: paſſed ficte good Bils to the advantage of the Sub. 
jes then bath beene in many Ages; but withall wee cannot for- 
| get ,, thar. theſe venomaus Counſels did manifeſt themſelves in 
e endeavours tohinder theſe good As: And for both Ho- 
| uſes of Parliament we may with truth. and modeſty ſay thus much, 
That ne have ever been careful] not to defireany thing that ſhould 
weaken:the: Crowne either in tuft profic or uſefull power. The 
Trienniall Parliamepr , for the matter of it, doth nor extend to fo 
much as by Law we ought ro have required;, there being two Sta- 
wutes ſtill ipforce fora Parli:ment to be once a yeere, and. for the 
manner of it; it is in-the Kings power, thar it ſhall neverrake effe, 
if bee ;:By'a timely ſummons ſhall prevent any other way of af- 
fembling.: In the Bill for continuance ot this preſent Parliament, 
there (eemes: to. be ſome reſtraint of the Royall power indiflolvi 
of Parliaments,.not toxake .it out ofthe Crowne , but to ſuſpend 
| theexecutign of, it for this time agd-occafiononely , which was fo 
- necefſary-for.the Kings owne ſecurity, and the pub/iqueipeace, that 
- withour ir wedgagld not have undertaken any of theſe great char- 
ges , but.:cuſt have left both the Armies to diſorder and confuſi- 
| an, and theyhole Kingdome to blood and rapin. The Starcham-- _ 
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were. in then. 
;inroriiekkings purke. Theſe 
foure Bils-ate particularly and more ſpeciallyia(t 3 neheref&t 
there wili-not: be'fonhd fo muchas 'aiftaion abmirejudice:td the 
Crowne, "They have Jought)toi diminiſh on reputation withthe 
people,ind tobring rheay ont of fove with Parliaments :1Þvaſper: 
fhons which they-haveattempred this way;havbbeene ſucirks thelt, 
That wee have fpert nuck timeahd done lickle;/cſptotaliyan moſt 
yrievances which'conderne Religion; > Thaghrhes Pdrliamone is n 
burden to rhe Kingdome by. the abundimee:of Proteions which 
hinder Juſticeahd Trade , and by many>Subſidies granted. naich 
more heavy then anythey: Pant agen fv mwwes ich:theve zig'a 
ready-anſwer: 16 the time fpenc inthis Pdrtianent be confrddhed in 
re]:ition backward rothe lotig grdwebanduecpaor of thoſtgriri 
yvances; whichwe have remoled, ro/thepowerfull ſipports:of thoſe 
delinquents-which.wee haye purſue@, rothe: great nereflitics and 
other _— of the Common:wealth for which wee havo provis 

t be confidered-in relation forward to many advantages; 
which nor onely the preſent Gur future Ages are-like toreapeby 
the good:ÞHawes atid other>proceedings in this Parliamene ;:weo. 
doubt norburtewill bethought'by all: indificrerjutgednencs:that 


Faſtice ; andarc in away of puſlitig a Bill t6 hve then ſatisfaction. 
They hawJowphe by many ſubtile*praices; "td elif Tealdhifies: 


epi Gyr Io ow meg TE 


EASE: 
an Wo 


<A RAMA 


_ 
fa 


| tied aero nn hho andpopittLons its the 
& of Berries a3hath. cauſe pofittor and deidy tA 
-) EIN Es dindnd the proceeding $Ot divers 
89g inthe Commons Houſe, cdncerning'the re-- 


Dn great -abuſes: and. corrupri ns both -in 
inch and Ton. "Ihes haye laboined to feduceand corrupt 


tne 2t-che Commons; Houſe, todraw them imo Conſpiracies 
cw againſt the liberty ob-the: Parliament :. And: 

{hejr.ingiznents and agents they have atrempred to vifaſect: 
and diſcontent. :bis Majeſtits Army, and to ingage it for the 


_ Miptenange of their wicked and trayterous deſignes, the keep- 


ing vp of Biſhops .intheit. Vores and fendtions, and by torcete- 


- compel/rhe- Parliament. toorder , limir, and difpoſe their pro- 
. Ceedings in {ueh manner as might belt concurre with the mten.: 


tions of chis dangerous and potent faftion : And when one mif- 
chievqus deſigns, and artempr of theirs to bring on the Army 
againſithe Parliqmet, and the Ciry of Londen, bad beene dilco- 
veradapdiprevented, they preſently undertaoke another of the 
ſamedanmablenature,wirh this addition to it, to endeavourto 
make the. Scotiſh Army neutrall, whilſt the Engliſh Army 


' which they had laboured to corrupt and invenome againſt us by 


thejr-falſe..and landerous ſuggeſtions, ſhould exccute their: ma- 
licz tothe ſubverſion of our Religion, aad the vifſ>lution of our 
governmemt.. Thus they, have beene continually praftizing to 
diſturbe the Peace, and plotting the defiraction even of all t'ic 
Kings Dvninions , and: have employed their emiſſaties and 
agents:inthem.all, for the promoting of their devilliſh defianes, 


which che vigiladie of thoſe who were well affe &ed þ ith ill 


diſcoveredanddefeatcd , before they were ripe. fr execittion in 
E 18jaud, and Scorland.: ondy in /reland which: was. farther of, 


they have had r1ne and: opporcatiiry to niould and prepare heir 


worke. and.had brpuzht it rathar peifeRion, thatthey had poſ- 


fla themſelyes of.thet. whole Karedome', totally ſubverted 


the gayoramess of it, rooted out Roligion, and deſtroyed all the 
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Proteſtanes whom the conſtijence of their dat 16'God; | their 


| 71: 


King and Countrey would not hake petmitted roy With. 
them, ifby Gods wonderfull providence theit main entcyprize | 


upon the City and Caſtell of Dublin" had 'not)Beche deth ed) 
and prevented upon the very cave before it ſhodid have bebe vr. 


ecuted,  Notwithſtandingsthey have in other parts 6fthat pn. 
dome broken out-into open rebellion /, ſarprifed Townes and ; 
Caſtles, committed murders,rapes; and other vitlatfies;'and ſha- 
ken off all bonds of obedience 10his Majefty ; 'andthie Lawes'of ' 
the Realme ; and ingenerall havekindled&fuch a fire; as nothing - 
but Gods infinite bleffing upon the wifedome and endeavours of 
this Statewill be able to quench ir: aid certainly had nor God 
in his greatmercy unto. this Land diſcgvered'atidconfounded 
their former defignes, 'we had beene the-Ptologue to this Trage- 
dy ih Ireland, and had by this time beene made the lamentable 
ſpeQacle of miſery and confuſion. - And now-+what hope haye we” 
bur in God, when as the onely meanes of our ſibſiftance}, ind 
power of reformation is under him, in the Parliament';zbutwhat 
can wethe Commons without the conjunRion 'of the Houſe of 
Lords, and what conjunion can we expe there , when the Bi- 
ſhops-and Recuſant Lords are ſo numerous and prevalent, thar 
they atcable tocroſſe and interrupt our'beft endeavours for te- 
fornation, and by that tacanes giveadvantage to this malignant 
party totraduce our proceedings. They infufe intobe people, | 
that we mcane toaboliſh all Church government, and leave eve- 
ry manto his owne fancy for the fervice and worſhip of God, ab. 
ſolving him of that obedience which hee owes under God unto 
his Majeſty, whom we know tobe intruſted with the eccleſiaſti- 
call Law as well as with the temporal], torcgulage all the mem- 
bers of the Church of Es and by ſuch rules of order and difci- 
pline as are eſtabliſhed by Parltament which is his great Coun- 
fell; inall aff. ires both 'in Church and State... Wee confeſſt our 
intention is and our endeavours have beene to reduce within . - 


;.. dounds thatexorbitant power which the Prelares have aſſumed 


i 


ah 
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unto themfetves {5 contriry both to the Word of: God, and to 
che Laws of the Land, ts which end we paſt the Bill torthe re- 
moving them from-their temporallpower, and employments, 
that ſothe better they might with meekneſle apply themſelves 
tothe diſcharge of theirFuaRions, which Bill themſelves op- 
poſcd, and were the prineipill inſtruments of crolsing it. 

And we do here declare, that it is f-r from our purpolc or de- 
fire to let loofe the golden reins of Diſcipline;and goveramenc 
in the Church, to leave private perſons: or particular Congre- 
gations to take up what forme of Divine Service they pleaſe; 
for wee hold itrequifite thar there ſhould be throughout the 
whole Realmea contormity to that Order which the Lawes 
,enjoync; according to the Word of God : and wee deſire to 
'unburthen the conſciences of men of needleſle and ſuperſti- 
tious Ceremonies , ſappreſſe innovations , and take away 

the Monuments of Idolatry. And the better to cffe@the in- 
_ tended Reformation, we defire there may bea generall Synod 
af the:moſt grave, pious; learhed, and judicious Divines of this 
Ifand, affifted with ſome from forrcigne parts profeſsing the 
ſame Religion with us, who may conſider of all things neceſ- 
ſary for the peace and good government of the Church, and 


repreſentrthe reſules of their conſultations unto:the Parliament | 


to be there allowed of and confirmed, and receive the ſtamp of 
authority thereby to finde paſſage and obedience throughout 


the Kingdome: They:have malitiouſly charged us, that, we in- 


tend to deſtroy and diſcourage Learning, whercas it is our chic- 


feſt carc and defire toadvance it ; and to provide a competent 


maintenance for conſcionable 8& preaching Miniſters through- 
out the Kipgdome:, which will be a great encouragement to 
Schollers, anda certain means whereby the want ; meanneſle, 
and ignorance to whichagreat part of the iClergiets now ſub- 


je, will-be prevented. And we intend likewiſe to reforme,and. 


Purge the Fountains of Learning the two Univerſities, that the 


ſtreams flowing from thence may be cleere and pure , andan. 


honour and comfort tothe whole Land, They have ſtrained 
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Popiſh Ceremogiics dntraducediin;thei 
mand ofthe Biſhops haven >rantlyd | 
thence, but expelled themfromahs Kintdome, [Thusrwmt.s. 
liah, weare called by:thia malignant patty the troublersiofrthe 
State, and ſtill-yekile we-andevpurtonrctarn thejrabuſcs, they: 
make us the authours ef theſe miſchiets wee ſtudyito prevents 
forthe perfetingof the worke-hegury, 2nd:rewovitg all furure. 
1mpediments,we conceive theſe courſes will be yery cffeRiuall, 
{ccing the Religion of the Papiſts hath! ſuch pri Ee 


wa. 


certataly.tend tothie defttuction and: extiepmtionot all. Prote.: 


ſtants, when.they ſhall have oppontunity-to .cffeRtit,, . _ 
It is neceſſary inthe firſt place to keep them in.ſuch acbndi- 
tion, as that they-may,not beable go doeusany:lure ,} 'Fadifor. 


_ avoiding of ſiith connivericeatd favouras hath herdtofore bit 


ſhewed iinto them, That his Majeſty be pleted to. grant a'ſtag-! 
ding Commiſſion to: ſorie choice men named in Parliament, 
who my take notice of their encreale, their counſels and pros. 


_ 


ceesdings; and uſe alhclue mednes by executioniof. the :Laws' ro: 


prevent alt milobiovou Deſtoncs;; agamibetie-peace and ſafety 
ofthisKingdometFhatiſome:good coritſe betakeh co diſco- 
vcr. the: counterfeit. atd falfe: conformity: of Papts. to the: 
Church, by.colour whereoC-perſone very much chifefed:to 
the true Religion have boch-admittediimtoplaceb#Þogreateft alle 
tbority and truſt inthe Kingdome, ot oe 
ED Forthe berter preſervation of the, Laws nab berins of the” 

igdome:; that all-dllegalh grievances and:cxaftions be pro-: 
ſcmed;amtpunithtd jo! Seſsmons, and Alsiſes: and:that Jude: 


ets and:Juttces be verycavefull: rozgive. this) mcharge' to the: 
2rand Jury, add borls che:Sheriffeand Juſtices £o:be ſwornero; 
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relbve Prince of another Religion, ſuch arc juſtly ſuſpe4 to get 
Counſetsr9placts or-any other of arift, conicerning publiguic' 
aiþNFtnedit forinbney : For AIPtNEſe and divers others ve: ; 
"tay Nie gr2it reafyfito be earneſt with his Majelty not to pui 
WSprentdffidrs into fuck hattds; theatgh wee maybe ynwillin: 
to (VE&e<d "26aihft then " in any teoall-way of charge or im 
peachmefitislatall Coutiſellors6f State may be ſworne tc 
 obſcrve thoſe T:#ws'whichreencerniethe' SubjeR'in his liberty 
-# - thatthey may likewiſe takean,oatly not to: recelve or give rc- 
Y wardorpenſion from any fotttigne Prince , but ſuch as they 
. hall within ſome reaſonable time diſcover to the Lords of his 
- Majeſties Counſel! : and although they ſhould wickedly for- 
equa themſelves, yet it may herein doe good to make them 
knowne to be falſe and perjureg thoſe who employ them, 
and thereby bring them into aslittle credit with them as with 
us. That his Majeſty may have cauſe to be inlove with good 
 Counſell and good men , by ſhewing him in an humble and 
dutifull manner, how full of advantage it woul(] be to himſelf, 
to 
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us inthe ſamecauſe, and to ſcek their libeetyyſaftty,, and gn ef | 
ſperity, as bound thercunto both by charity 60 tha... and by! 
wiſdome-for our own good, .. Far: :by this-meancs gur: Oowne 
ſixeneth ſhall be cncreaſed » and-by a mutuall-comcurrengy: 86 
che ſame common end, wee thaltbeenabled ro pLocureghg. 
good of the whole body of the Proteſtane profeision. - IFaheſes 
things may be obſerved, wee Sounn at God will exowne' 
this Parliament with Lach, ſucceſſcas ſhall beghe 's ab 
and found: tion om -bonour and hapyine 
- rohis Majeſtic , th 2, ever 4 qe 
joycd by any of his aa 
| Predeceffours, | o 
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